The British Postal Service in the Levant, 1857-1923

Purpose of Exhibit: To illustrate the establishment and development of the civilian British Postal Service in
the Ottoman Empire from 1857 (when the first British PO was opened in Constantinople after the end of the
Crimean War) until 1923 (when all foreign post offices were abolished in the new Republic of Turkey).

Historical Background: Great Britain was among the Powers that operated their own Post Offices on
sovereign Turkish territory in the 19* century. This anomaly of national post offices operating in the Ottoman
Empire was due to the so-called Capitulations. The term “Levant” is used to describe the Ottoman Ports.

Postal Background: A civilian British Post Office was first established in Constantinople in 1857, a year after

the closure of the Army Post Office which was set up during the Crimean War. In the following years, four more
offices were opened in the Levant: Smyrna in 1872 (now Izmir in Turkey), Beyrout in 1873, Stamboul in 1885 - a
Constantinople sub-office and Salonica in 1900 (now Thessaloniki in Greece).

Maps showing the four cities
(in red rectangle) where

: British Post Offices were

" established.

The Balkan Wars of 1912-13 and especially the outbreak of WW1 severely affected the Levant postal network,
causing the indefinite closure of the Offices by the Sublime Porte in September 1914. It was only in 1919 that the
British re-established civilian POs in Smyrna and Constantinople. The former was burned down during the
destruction of Smyrna in September 1922, while the latter closed permanently in September 1923.

The exhibit is organized by Post Office and divided in two periods:

Part I: 1857 - 1914 (The pre-war post offices, the effect of War on British Levant mail),
Part II: 1919-1923 (The post-war post offices).

Original research: The exhibit reflects considerable original research in the PO Archives in Mount Pleasant,
London and new discoveries are regularly reported in “The Overprinter” Journal of the Great Britain Overprints
Society of which the exhibitor is the Levant Research Coordinator. A brief synopsis on British Levant postal history
was also published in Gibbons Stamp Monthly (June 2010, pp 55-58).

The most important items are shown in red frames. Highlights include:

The earliest recorded letter from Turkey bearing a postage stamp (Smyrna, 1843)

The only recorded cover showing the 6d Reg'n Fee per item (Constantinople, 1864)

The earliest recorded letter from Smyrna (March 1873)

Mixed franking entire letter (GB + FR) via the French Post in Alexandria (Beyrout, 1875)

The unique Transatlantic Triple Rate PSRE to Canada (Smyrna, 1883)

The unique "Post Office Smyrna" window notice (Smyrna, 1905)

The only recorded Insured cover from British Levant (Constantinople, 1911)

The only recorded Express cover from British Levant (Salonica, 1914)

A unique pair of covers franked with the rarest shades of KGV 2%z d “Indigo Blue on Toned Paper” (Smyrna,
1920) and "Dull Prussian Blue" (Smyrna, 1922)



The British Postal Service in the Levant, 1857-1923 Forerunners

Early Mail: Before the establishment of the British Post Office in Constantinople, mail to Great Britain was
regularly sent by French steamers via Marseilles or British packets via Malta, or using the Austrian postal land
service via Semlin and Vienna. Mail of importance was carried in the diplomatic bag of the Constantinople
Embassy and carried outside the mainstream mails, only to be opened on arrival in London.

British Consulate Smyrna
9/2/1843 to London via
the British Embassy in
Constantinople
(disinfection slits),
franked 1d imperforate
plate 30. Carried in the
diplomatic bag, opened
in London where it
entered the mail system
at the Great Russell St.
Bloomsbury Receiving
House.

It was then sent the Twopenny Post Office (Chief Office) within St Martins le Grand where a Twopenny Post
Maltese Cross was applied.

This is the earliest recorded letter from Turkey bearing a postage stamp (ex Lady Mairi Bury).

Crimean War: A British Army Post Office was established in Constantinople (with branches in Varna and
later in Scutari) in June 1854 to catter for the needs of the British men serving in the Crimean War. Edward
Smith, of the Post Office Inland Letter Section, was appointed as the Army Postmaster.
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Fdward Smith remained in Constantinople well after the closure of the Army Post Office in September 1856,
and organised the civilian British Post Office in July 1857.



Part One: 1857 - 1914

Constantinople pp 3-36 Beyrout pp 60-71
Stamboul 37-43 Salonica 72-88
Smyrna 44-59 Effect of the War 89-96

British Post Office in Constantinople

Opened on 1 July 1857, it was the first and the largest British PO in the
Levant with a business volume that exceeded 50% of all other British Levant
offices. It effectively replaced the Army PO which was closed in late-1856.

Ordinary British stamps were used, cancelled with the Cbarred obliterator.

T

London, 16/7 /57 to Constantinople (30/7), at 6d per 1/2 oz via French
Packet to Marseilles.

One of three letters recorded from the first month of operation of the
office.




BPO Constantinople Pre-UPU Period: 1857-1875
Mail to Great Britain via French Packet to Marseilles

Route: via French Packet to Marseilles. Normal route until 14/5/67.
Became Secondary route on 15/5/67.

Rates: 1/7/57 -14/5/67 6d per 1/4 0z, 1/7/70 8d per 1/2 0z,1/7/75 6d per 1/2 oz
1/7/57 - 10/ 61 Registration fee 6d per 1/4 oz

Constantinople 7/12/64 to London (15/12) triple rate registered letter via
French Packet paying 2s (6d per 1 / 4 oz + 6d Reg'n fee). Elusive REGISTERED
handstamp applied in Constantinople.

Only recorded example of the 6d per item Reg'n fee (Ex Cihangir, Metliss).
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4/12/72 to London (14/12) via Marseilles at 8d per 1/2 oz.



BPO Constantinople

Pre-UPU Period: 1857-1875
Mail from Great Britain

via Marseilles & French Packet

Two letters incoming via Marseilles, each requiring action by the BPO Constantinople:

10/10/66 from Manchester at 6d per 1/4 oz. This is a ¥ oz letter underpaid and
marked INSUFFICIENTLY PREPAID additionally charged 1s (i.e. the additional
6d per 1/4 oz and two fines of 3d per 1/4 oz unprepaid). No markings of the
Constantinople PO to denote collection of the additional charge.

7/7/69 from Lombard Street, London 3/4 oz letter at 1s 6d. Arrived on 16/7 and remained for a few months
in the BPO Constantinople. NOT-CALLED-FOR applied before returned to London in January 1870.

Very few examples of this Instructional handstamp are known (Ex Robert Johnson).



BPO Constantinople Pre-UPU Period: 1857-1875
Mail to Great Britain Quick Route via France

Route: Quick Route via Vienna and France. Normal route from 15/5/67 (no mail from
Constantinople recorded before this date). With the opening of the Varna - Rustchuk
railway this superseded the route to Marseilles by French Packet.

As a result of the Franco-Prussian war this service was suspended and replaced by the Belgian
route in July 1870.

Rates: 15/5/67 - 24/7/70 8d per 1/4 oz, 1s 2d per 1/2 0z, 1s 10d per 3/4 oz.

13/8/67 to Manchester (20/8) at 1s 2d per 1/2 oz via the Quick route.

Only one other double rate via the Quick route is recorded.



BPO Constantinople Pre-UPU Period: 1857-1875
Mail to Great Britain via Belgium

Route: Via Belgium. Normal route from 25/7/70 (no mail from Constantinople recorded before
this date). During the summer, the usual route was by Austrian Packet to Varna, but in the winter
months a less weather-dependent route was adopted and that was by Austrian Packet to Trieste.

Rates: 25/7/70 - 24/11/72 6d per 1/2 0z, 25/11/72 5d per 1/2 0z, 1/5/73 4d per 1/2 oz.

4/2/71 to London (13/2), 1/2 oz letter at 6d via Belgium, taking the winter route
by Austrian Packet to Trieste.

15/8/73 to Liverpool (22/8), 1/2 oz letter at 4d via Belgium. This
would normaly take the summer route via Varna, instead it was sent
via Trieste because in the summer of 1873 a cholera epidamic broke
out in the Danube making it necessery for the mails to be diverted
from the contaminated area. This practice started on 7/8 and lasted
only for a couple of months.

A new discovery, this is one of only two recorded covers from
Constantinople using the Emergency route.



BPO Constantinople Pre-UPU Period: 1857-1875
Mail to Malta

There existed important commercial ties between Constantinople and Malta, and as such a considerable
volume of mail is reca:rded, There are no official documents detailing the routes and rates (except an
incomplete 1865 Treasury Warrant), but smdy of the recorded letters suggests the following:

Route: By British, French, Egyptian or Italian Packet.

Rates: Unpaid: 6d per 1/4 0z  Prepaid: 4d per 1/4 oz, increased to 5d from 1866.

24/3/64 to Malta (2/4) at 1s 6d unpaid rate of 3/4 oz.

25/1/60 to Malta (14/2) at 4d per 1/4 oz prepaid rate (until 1865). The letter
‘was missent to England and so was significantly delayed (for ten days).



BPO Constantinople Pre-UPU Period: 1857-1875
Mail to Malta Rate Increase

(©)
27/3/67 to Malta (3/4), 1/4 oz letter paying 4d instead of the increased rate of 5d.
Arched INSUFFICIENTLY PREPAID handstamp applied in Constantinople, 2d to

be paid by the addressee (1d underpayment + 1d fine).

Only five covers are known with this instructional handstamp (Ex Metlis).

17/3/69 to Malta (23/3), 1/4 oz letter this time correctly franked at 5d.



BPO Constantinople Pre-UPU Period: 1857-1875
Mail to Other Destinations US /India

Mail to other destinations is seldom seen. A small number of covers to US are recorded; all other destinations are
rare. Except for the case of the US, there are no known published rates, making the rate and route identification a
difficult task.
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12/7 /73 to Massachusetts, US via Belgium. The rate of the route
via Belgium from Constantinople to Great Britain fell to 4d per
1/2 oz on 1/5/73. This cover, sent two months after the
reduction of the rate, pays 4d to GB plus 2d transatlantic
surcharge. The figure 2 (cents) in red pencil was the amount to be
credited to the US Post Office.

7/7/73 to Bombay (14/2) via Alexandria. No known published rates, the three
known examples are all franked at the 10d per 1/2 oz.

From the three recorded examples to India, this is the earliest.



BPO Constantinople Pre-UPU Period: 1857-1875
Mail to Other Destinations Gibraltar

Although there exists a number of covers in the pre-UPU period from Gibraltar to
Constantinople, this is not true for the other way around.

9/6/75 to Gibraltar (29/6) via Malta (22/6), paying 5d per 1/4 oz for the part of the
journey to Malta. Boxed TO PAY applied on arrival: 4d to be paid by the addressee
for the Malta - Gibraltar trip.

Previously unrecorded, no other example of mail from British Levant to
Gibraltar is known in the pre-UPU period..



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Sterling Period 1875-1885
Postcard Rate

As a result of the Congress in 1874 the General Printed Paper 1/2d

Postal Union approved certain international rates

as from 1/7/75. The most important foreign rates Postcards 11/4d

are: reduced 1/4 /1879 1d
Letter 1/2 0z 21/2d
Registration fee 4d

reduced 1/1/1878 2d

Acknowledgment of Receipl fee 21/2d

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND
GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

27/2/80 to Guildford.
1879, 1d brown foreign card.

/ .
(CP10 according to Huggins /Baker) /6/ o A

Postal Stationery will be identified by .
the Huggins / Baker catalogue: Collect y A
British Postal Stationery, 2007

UN‘&N» POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

POST GAB.])fGRE_.;I;_T-BRITAIN & IRELAND
' (GRARDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE)
THE ADDRESS OMNLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS 8 : ..;‘-

REPLY,

23/8/84 to Ipswich.
/ Reply part of the 1883
: 1d + 1d brown foreign
&J;J’J-M rep lY card (CPIS R)
: which had arrived in

é{‘ Constantinople on
_ ik 21/8.
4 2 )

A genuine Relpy use of this card from British Levant and as such most elusive.




BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Sterling Period 1875-1885
Letter Mail Single Rate
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9/5/76 from London, addressed to a Russian monastery in Mount Athos, but
wrongly sent to Constantinople. From there the cover was re-directed to the
correct address, treated as unpaid and thus marked 5d (double the foreign letter
rate of 21/2d) and impressed with the fresh T handstamp according to the new
UPU regulations.

The earliest recorded strike of all British Levant T(axe) handstamps.
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11/7/78 to London (17/7) single rate letter, unusually marked via
Odessa. By 1877 the “Normal” Summer Route was by Packet to
Brindisi.

Three examples are recorded of this seldom used route.



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Sterling Period 1875-1885
Letter Mail Double / Triple Rate

30/1/78 to Washington
il : DC, US at 5d double
—— = - rate.
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4/12/83 British Embassy Constantinople to Marlborough House (8/12), 1 1/2 oz triple letter at 7 1/2d.

= The sender is Lord Dufferin, ambassador to the Ottoman Empire - later appointed as Viceroy of India.
. The addressee is HRH The Prince of Wales - later became King Edward VIL

Higher than double rates in this period are seldom seen.



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Sterling Period 1875-1885
Letter Mail Registration

14/11/77 to Manchester (22/11) double rate via Brindisi with the 4d Reg'n fee.

One of two recorded covers from British Levant with the GB 4d Sage-green (1877)
and one of three recorded covers showing the elusive 4d Reg'n fee (ex Bollen,

25/1/82 to Wolverhampton (1/2) double rate showing the reduced 2d Reg'n fee
(paid by the stamp imprint on the back flap). 1878-79, 2d blue PSRE (Postal
Stationery Registered Envelope) (RPs), size F.

Previously unrecorded used in British Levant, this is the only recorded
example..



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Introduction of Stamps Surcharged in Turkish Currency

On1/8/85 the British Post Office surcharged stamps in Turkish currency (except for the low values of 1/2d and
1d). This in effect gave each stamp two face values: a 2 1/2d stamp surcharged 40 Paras would cost 40 Paras if
paid for in Turkish currency and 21/2d if paid for in Sterling. At the same time the overprint made the postage
stamp invalid in the home country and therefore ruled out currency fiddling. Much later, in August 1905 a set of
British stamps was introduced without surcharge, but overprinted LEVANT. This issue was used on postcards,
printed paper and parcels. As stamps of both British and Turkish currency were used and accepted at the British
Post Offices in the Levant, this period is referred to by students as Mixed Accounting Period.

The basic (foreign) UPU rates thus became:

Printed Paper * hd

lduptodoz

Samples *
Y2 d /esch extra 2 oz

Postcards* % d each extra 2 oz
Letter per 20g 1 Piastre **
Registration fee 1 Piastre

Acknowledgment of Receipt fee 1 Piastre

* Printed Paper rate, Samples and Postcard rate still expressed in British currency.
** 1 Piastre = 40 Paras

—

16/8/87 to London (20/ 8), paying 40 Paras foreign letter rate up to 20g plus 2d Registration
fee (instead of the usual 40 Paras stamp).

The only recorded use of the GB 2d lilac (1884) on cover from Constantinople and a
truly representative Mixed Accounting example.



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Postcard Rate

As with printed paper, the postcard rate was still expressed in Sterling:
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UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

A POST CARD—GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND

6 (GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE) .
THE ADDRESS ONLY' TO B2 WAIFPEN. ON THIS SIDE.
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12/6/89 to Kazanlik, Bulgaria via the Harmanli-Tzaribord Traveling PO. 1883, 1d
brown foreign card (CP15).

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
POST CARD—GREAT BRITAIN & TRELAND
(GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE)

f THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

16/3/93 to Castleford. 1892, 1d red foreign card (CP27).

The C in vertical oval barred obliterator is only rarely found on postal
stationery (ex Metliss).



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Postcard Rate Taxed
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1/10/00 to Dardanelles (4/10), via the Galata Turkish PO. 1899, 1d carmine foreign
card (CP35). Taxed by the Turkish officials as the Ottoman Post did not recognize
prepayment in stamps of a foreign Nation for delivery within the Ottoman Empire.

Constantinople, Le nowvian Porl.
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Dec. 1912 Ppc of Constantinople franked 1d LEVANT posted on a ship of the
Romanian “ALEXANDRIA - CONSTANTA" line. The British Levant stamp was not
recognized as valid payment by the Romanians and a T in circle mark impressed
indicating deficiency. A 2c surcharge (double the deficiency) was collected on arrival
in Hingham Mass.

12410

A previously unrecorded use from British Levant of the Romanian Maritime
Postal Service between Egypt and Romania.



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Letter Mail Single Rate

25/2/93 to Middlesborough (2/3), first day MacGill use of the 40 Paras / Y2d
“Constantinople provisional”, paying the foreign single letter rate. These stamps were
overprinted locally by handstamp after an initiative by Mr Cobb the Constantinople
Postmaster, reportedly as the ordinary 40 Paras / 2 ¥2d stock was running low. Used
from 25 February — 1 March 1893.
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14/4/03 to London (18/4), single rate paying 40 paras basic foreign
letter rate plus 40 paras Registration fee. The 80 Paras stamp is
perfined BIO (Banque Imperiale Ottomane).

Perfined British Levant stamps in the first period (up to 1914) are
seldom seen and very few are recorded on cover.



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Letter Mail Single Rate / Taxed
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22/10/98 to Hamburg (25/10), taxed for the '2d deficiency. As stated earlier, it was

possible to use stamps in Sterling (2 Y2d) to pay for the 40 Paras foreign letter rate but
seldom used as this was a more expensive option.
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15/3/87 Boston Mass. to Constantinople (31/3)"open mail via London", sigle rate at 5¢, but found in
London to be a double rate, thus impressed with 5D handstamp and similarly in Paris with T and 25
(centimes) in circle. On arrival the postal clerk marked that the recepient "paid 21/2 piastres" postage
due (double the deficiency of 2 1/2d).

The only recorded cover from British Levant showing collection of the postage due.



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Letter Mail Multiple Rates

25/4/96 to Wittenberg
(28/4), 2 % d grey-blue
PSE (EP35) overprinted
40 PARAS with
additional stamps of
120 Paras for a triple
rate Registered letter.

17/8/04 to
Zurich  (20/8),
paying a total of
5 Piastres for a
quadruple rate
cover.




BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Letter Mail Multiple Rates /12 Piastres high value on cover

13/2/97 to Dresden (16/2) paying a total of 15 Piastres for a 14" rate Registered letter,
showing a commercial use on cover of the 12 Piastres / 2s 6d high value stamp.

Rate calculation:

1 Piastre Registration fee
14 Piastres (1 Piastre * 14 weight steps)

A total of 15 Piastres for a Registered letter of up to 280g.

Only three covers are recorded with this high value stamp (ex Cihangir).



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Letter Mail Rate Change, October 1907

On 29 October 1907, rate reduced to 30 Paras for each additional 20 grams.

2/12/09 to Palermo via matitime “NATANTE NAPQT_.I-PALERMO” doubie rate letter paying 1 Piastre 30
Paras (1d=20 Paras), the correct rate after the October 1907 rate change.

The 1 Piastre 10 Paras /3d stamp was part of the double line overprints set issued on 16 November 1909 which
was shortly replaced on 24 January 1910 by the subsequent fractional issue (in this case the “1 Piastre 10 Paras”
was changed to “11/4 Piastre”).

The only recorded cover with the 1 Piastre 10 Paras /3d stamp showing a proper commercial use in the
correct period of usage.



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Special Services Acknowledgment of Receipt

31/1/12 to Honolulu (20/2) Hawaii, double rate Registered & AR cover with AR handstamp.
The extra AR Fee of 1 Piastre was affixed to the ac‘campany-iﬂg_; special AR form.

Only three AR covers are recorded from Constantinople, this being the only double rate
and to a most unusual destination.



BPO Constantinople UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Special Services Insured / Declared Value

The insurance of mail was first introduced in the British Levant Post Offices as late as 1908. The maximum
amount of insured value was 400 pounds and the fees payable for insurance, including registration, were 2
piastres for the first 300 francs (12 pounds) of insured value and 1 piastre for each subsequent 300 francs (12
pounds) or fraction thereof.
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6/3/11 to Penarth (11/3) paying a total of 32 Piastres 30 Paras for a 23g Registered letter insured for 8750 Francs
(350 Pounds), an amount close to the maximum allowed of 10,000 Francs. Rate calculation:

= Weight component: 1 Piastre (up to 20g) + 30 Paras (second weight step) =1 Piastre 30 Paras
» Insurance component: 8750 francs / 300 fr = 29.16 thus 30 insurance steps, 30 * 1 Piastre = 30 Piastres
* Registration 1 Piastre

Total rate paid: 32 Piastres 30 paras

The highest recorded franking on non-philatelic cover from British Levant, the only known cover
showing a commercial use of the 24 Piastres / 5s high value stamp, and the only recorded insured cover
from any of the British Post Offices in the Levant (a cover front is also known).



BPO Constantinople Postal Stationery & Special Forms
Postcards Unoverprinted

A selection of postal stationery and special forms is shown in thie section including some elusive items.
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UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

POST CARD—GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND
(GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE)

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.
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10/10/98 to Neheim (13/10), Germany. 1883, 1d + 1d brown foreign reply card
(CP18), with the Reply part unused.

FIROM

GlLCHRlST WALKER & C* UNIDN Pps'hs.ia UNIVERSELLE
POST CARD—GREAT BRITAIY & IRELAND

(GRANDE REETAGNE BY UASDE)
THRT ID“R(SI‘(‘:.“%Y TO 8 WRITTEN.OX THIF TJIDE:
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Besides Lhe 10 days' quaratine on avrivals from
Transcauensian ports, by decision ofthe Superior
Couneil of Heallh o quarvintine of five days has
heen imposed on arrivals from Russian and Ron-
manian Bloek Sea sl Danulwe porls, also on
avrivals from Ottoman Blaek Sea ports from fhie
Tureo Russian feontive 1o Frebizonda exclusive.

Vessels coming from the ahovenamed reglons
and boumd for o foreign port, will he sllowed
pias the Straitz with gumeds,

Comstantinaple (U Jaly, 1852,

4/7/92 to Liverpool. 1892, 1d red foreign card (CP27),
privately printed at the back with message referring

to quarantine measures.

In 1892, plague broke out in several areas in the
Levant, and cholera spread from Persia into the
general area.




BPO Constantinople Postal Stationery & Special Forms
Postcards

Overprinted

Postcards overprinted LEVANT for use in the Ottoman Empire were first introduced in September 1905.

28/1/07 to Bludenz (1/2), Austria. 1902, 1d + 1d carmine foreign reply card (CP47),
overprinted LEVANT with the Reply part unused. '

13/5/11to Gothenburg (20/ 5) Sweden. 1908-11, 1d pale—e&ruum postcard (CP56)

overprinted LEVANT This is the provisional overprint (smaller lettering) only
used for a few months in 1911.

Less than ten examples known of this card.



BPO Constantinople Postal Stationery & Special Forms
Postcards Foreign postcards used in British Levant

1/5/07 to London (4/5). 20 Paras / 10 Heller Austrian Levant postcard.



BPO Constantinople
Registered Envelopes

Postal Stationery & Special Forms
Unsurcharged

1. 25/7/92 to Londen (1/8), 5 Dastres
quintuple rate plus 2d Reg'n fee.

THHE, T blue PSIERPG, sioe HIL

Rarely seen used in British Levant,

2. IR/S/06 tiy Beaunw, Trmce, single rate
Registered Letter.

1893, 3d blue PSRE (RF2n), size F.

3. 30/4/01 lo Londen {4/5), o heavy (up ta
F2g) Registered Letter, paying a total of 17
Piatres (16 weight steps of 20g™ 1 Piastre plus 1
Fiastre Reg'n ). '

TRAE, Fd blue PSRE ez, sive K.

Less than five examples are recorded from
British Levant.



BPO Constantinople
Registered Envelopes

Postal Stationery & Special Forms
Surcharged in Turkish Currency

|{egitit[—rr\-:1.i ]':ﬂ\-'HI[TPl—’:‘- WETE
surcharged in Turkish currcncy as
early as 1902 The surcharged
value of 40 Paras {1 Piastre)

covered cnly the Regn fee,

T
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REGISTERED

Thin LETTER WUST JR QWEN 70
To U RE@ETERED, AND A

REGISTERED

THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO

70 BE RERISTERED, AND A
THE HDPHESS MUST BE

AN Orricer oF THe Post Ofrice
RECEIFT OBTAINED FOR IT,
WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

‘Britiah Post 0fos;
Gonstantinopls
R\ No, 743

ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁn LETTE

lnl:‘l:r—la.?w t Ao AN D
Tm. [E s B g
=t

TATH

THE n,r DRt MUST BE
WRITTEN | D#&: THIS BIDE,

T, 53007 tor lamcdon (12/3) at single rate, 1902 3d
red-brown PSRE (®ind), size G overprinted REGN,
FEE. / 40 PARAS. 1t bears the provisional Reg'n label
issued am CIESZAT which was replaced by the
deflinitive issue enly a month later.

Omly four covers with this Registration labe] ate
recorded from Constantinaple.

2, 354707 o Leipzig (26/7) at deuble rate. 1902 3d
red-brown PSR (RPM), sive K overprinted REGN.
FEE./ 40 PARAS.

Very few examples of this size ave recorded ored.

3, 978713 to Leipzig (12/8), double tate, 1712 3d
red-broven PSRE (RP28), sive {0 overprinted REGN.
FEE./1TFIASTRE.



BPO Constantinople Postal Stationery & Special Forms
Special Form for Turkish Customs
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3/4/09 special form of the British PO Constantinople to the Galata Customs Office with Turkish fiscals,
requesting hand over 1o the bearer of a parcel sent on HH3 8. On reverse black on green TP (heads de
Cimsfunfinople pertorated Label

This is the only recorded example of this fornw.



BPO Constantinople Instructional Hanstamps
Not Called For / Duplicate / Paquebot '

Registered lett
at single rate.

No less than three unsuccessful attempts were made for delivery. Finally marked ‘Retour’ and bilingual boxed
‘Non Reclame / Not Called For’, before being returned to Smyrna. ‘DUPLICATE” handstamp also applied;
according to the Proof Book in the PO Archives this hands_:_tamp was sent to Constantinople on 14 /12/05.

An unusual combination of two elusive instructional marks on the same cover.

21/2/09 written on
bo dudno

'was cleared and given
to theBPOin
Constantinople where
the stamp was
cancelled on 23/2 also
receiving the
PAQUEBOT mark of




BPO Constantinople Unusual Destinations
India / Danish West Indies

20/10/00 originally to Punch, East India and re-addressed four
times within India before returned to Constantinople about 8
months later (7/6/01).

14/11/05 to Christiansted (10/12),
St Croix, Danish West Indies, via
New York (21 /11}.




BPO Constantinople Unusual Destinations
New South Wales / Tasmania

24/7/06 originally to Melbourne via Alexandria (28/7) and Suez {29/7),
but re-addressed Lo Sydney (29/8).

| AT S

I.ﬁﬂw&mﬂ'l’l‘. .-‘l{m;m |. r T a
. N e ﬁ'.’:'l?;'# :

14/3/12 10
7 ﬁz@;;lj via Alexandria
i S SRR i S A R A J (22/3]) und Port Said

05 i @373




BPO Stamboul Fisrt Period: 1885-1896
Sterling Period: April-July 1885

British Post Office in Stamboul (Constantinople sub-Office)

Opened in April 1885. No mail from this office i is to be found between 25™ Augusi 1896
(closed due to Anh Armenian riots) and gt February 1908 (re-opened). Closed
permanently on 30™ September 1914, The smallest British PO in the Levant.

Rates as stated in the Constantinople section.

For the brief period April - July 1885 {before the introduction of the 5urcha:rged stamps
in August) it is possible 1o find letiers franked with ordinary British stamps.

jf J ii{?.—f,f_.-l!.&rt—("fd_._

g

23/5/8b to Dakota Territory, US paying 2 Y2 d for a single rate letter. The British stamp
is cancelled by the Stamboul S. barred cbliterator.

Only three covers are recorded with British stamps in this short period {ex Cihangir).



BPO Stamboul Fisrt Period: 1885-1896
Mixed Accounting Period: From August 1885 Postcard / Letter Mail

7/4/92 to Philipopolis (now Plovdiv), Bulgaria 1d brown postcard (CP15)

16 fﬁf 93 to Amsterdam 20/ 6), 2%2d gmy-xblwe PSE (£r35) overprinted 40 PARAS
paying the smgle letter rate.

The 8. barred obliterator is seldom found on this PSE as it was used until August
11893, while the PSE was issued in April that year.



BPO Stamboul Fisrt Period: 1885-1896
Mixed Accounting Period: From August 1885 Letter Mail: Single / Double

28/2,/93 to Paris (4/3) paying 40 Paras single rate plus 40 Paras Reg'n fee. Iranked
with two copies of the 40 Paras Constantinople Provisional.

The overprint shows the “daimage in 5", typical of the last couple of days of use.

25/6/87 to Somerville Mass. (8/7) via New York at 80 Paras double rate.



BPO Stamboul
Mixed Accounting Period: From August 1885

Fisrt Period: 1885-1896
Letter Mail: Triple

; REGIST.ERED ;| LETTER.
This LETTER u.m"az aven To [ an Opeicén o THE Posr OFrics-
; T0'8E MESISTERED ARD &' { RapeiPT CBTAINEDR FOR IT:

i g 1
1L ﬂ(%fi" f&‘rﬁma’aﬁ'r e izaﬂ'r S ledpect K QeTrE a%&(éﬁ;
S ‘; - s26 (’d%ﬂa | f,ewf sae

-

i Ak B e ,fg,pg tcrecedcd’
S et ' PeiSier, =

14/6/87 to San Francisco (3/7) triple Registered Letter. 1883, 2d blue PSRE (r113), size G.

The earliest recorded use of the “40 Paras /2 V2 d” Jubilee stamp, and most probably a
unique First Day Cover.

THIS' L:ﬂEa HUST BE GIVEN T
T0 RE tﬂmmb AND A

£ '-'!,-9 &
i A

i / .@f/gw'

t_ il ”[ Lt B e j

10/7/88 to Galveston, Texas triple rate. 1886, 2d blue PSRE (Rr1a), size F.

& e . S, |

This PSKE bears an P'-xp?'eﬁ d" Orient label in salmon-pink. Research in the PO
Archives does not provide evidence to support the theory that these labels pay any
additional fees for the Orient Express service and most probably their use is purely
nstructional.

One of only two recorded Express d” Orient triple rate covers.



BPO Stamboul Second Period: 1908-1914
Mixed Accounting Period Printed Matter / Sample Post

The Office - being closed for a period of twelve years = resumed busmess on 10" February
1908. Because of riots the office was closed on 9

April, 10" and 25™ 1909,

30/12/10 to Chicago paying the % d or 10 Paras per 2 07 Printed Paper Rate.

24/2/08 to Leeds, via the French Day Mail TPO, parcel tag of a Sample With No Value, paying 2d
Reg'n Fee plus 1d the minimum charg we for Sdmples It bears an Ur{imary C;cmsf:antmuple Reg‘ n
label cancelled with a Stamboul undated and uncoded cds.

An early item of the second period showing an elusive commetcial use of the 3d value
overprinted LEVANT and the only recorded use of this Stamboul Provisional Reg'n label.



BPO Stamboul Second Period: 1908-1914
Mixed Accounting Period Letter Mail: Double / Quintuple

pmfile head

E ..‘ P g md
“LEVANT”
issued in July
1913.

(12/7) at 5 Piastres
for a quintuple
Registered cover.




BPO Stamboul Unusual Destinations
Finland / Brazil
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14/9/93 to Fredrikshamn, Finland (21/9) triple rate Registered letter. No routing
instructions, but most probably routed via St Petersburg.
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8/7/96 single rate letter to Sao Paolo, Brazil (5/7).



BPO Smyrna Pre-UPU Period: 1872-1875
Mail to Great Britain via French Packet to Marseilles

British Post Office in Smyrna

Opened in December 1872, Ordinary British stamps were used cancelled with the Smyma F87
barred obliterator. This was the second largest office generating about a quarter of the total
revenue of all the British Levant POs. The Treasury warrant of 2.12.72 announces the opening
routes and rates to Great Britain. Basically, two routes were offered: via Marseilles and via
Vienna.

For this pre-UPU peried, only mail to Great Britain is knowr

{lor a comprehensive analysis of the Routes and Kates wsed in this period see the Exhibitor's article: "Early mail of the
BPO Snryrna 1872-76" published in “'The Overprinter” (Journal of the GBOS) edilion 5/2009 {pages 37-9}}

Route: Via French Packet to Marseilles. Offered throughout the vear as it
did not depend on weather conditions.

Rates:12/72 -30/6/75 8d V2 0z
1/7/75 - 31/12/75 6d Va oz (no examples recovded)
Reg'n Fee 4d (no examples recorded)

7/3/73 10 London (15/3) Y2 oz letler at 8d rate via French Packet 1o Marseilles.

The earliest recorded cover out of the British PO in Smyrna (Ex Metliss).



BPO Smyrna Pre-UPU Period: 1872-1875

Mail to Great Britain via Vienna (Austrian Packet)
Route: Via Vienna Rates:12/72 -31/4/73 6d per Y2 vz (no
Sunnner Route: Via Constantinople and examples recorded)

ustrian Packet to Varna 1/5/73 -30/6/75 5d per Y2 oz
Winter Route: Austrian Packet to Trieste {note: cheaper than the French service)
Reg'n Fee 4d (ne examples recorded)
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22/3/73 to Manchester (31/3) V2 oz letter at bd per Austrian Packet via Trieste, the
normal Winter route. The only recorded Smyrna cover with the GB 3d rose (1867).

Y/8/73 to London {19/8), 1/2 oz letter at 5d via Vienna. As with the similar cover
shown in the Constantinople section, this would normaly take the summer route
via Varna, but instead it was sent via the Trieste summer emergency route due to
the Danube cholera epidemic. Previously unrecorded, this is the only known
cover from Smyrna using this Emergency route.



BPO Smyrna UPU Rates: Sterling Period 1875-1885
Letter Mail Single

This is the period spanning from the introduction of the new UPU rates up to the issue
of surcharged stamps in August 1885. Rales gs shown in the Conslaniinople section,

28/7/76 1o London (4/8) via French Packet, 12 oz letter at the 2% d UPU rate.

Via MARSEILLES.

o W %a N ot
/ i i A ]
aun somns de

Messrs. HADKINSON, MERRYLEES & (b,

e g0 SMYRNE.
\“'5;(1:=.,-- T

31/7/78 London, single rate via Smyrna (9/8) to the local Forwarding Agent Hadkinzson,
Merrylees & Cofor further dispatch by boat to Calyrrmus Atthe time, there existed no PO of any
Power in the small Dodecanese Island of Calymnos.



BPO Smyrna UPU Rates: Sterling Period 1875-1885
Letter Mail Triple

REGISTERED | LETTER.

h THis LeTren uyeT ag aiveN To AN OFFioER OF THE
to ag REsiRTERED, AND & HEcEPT CETRINED. [N

YT,

B o
T 5

14/9/83 to Montreal (3/10), Canada via London and Liverpool (21/9). 1883, 2d blue PSRE
(RP13), size G franked with GB 1 2 d Venetian red (1880) & éd / 6d lilac (1853) to make up the
total rate of 9 12 d for a triple rate Registered letter.

One of two recorded pre-1885 PSREs used in Smyrna and the only recorded cover from
any of the British Post Offices Abroad that shows this highly unusual combination of
stamps.



BPO Smyrna UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Letter Mail Single / Double

19/1/95 to Darlington, UK (25/1) at registered single rate. 1893, 2d blue PSRE (R120), size G.

20/1/10o Leeds (25/1), double rate (post - October 1907 rates). The 1 Piastre 30 Faras /4d brown -
orange stamp was IEgIhmatelv used for one month rmly (‘[ﬁj'l?.ﬂ]‘;’ 23/1/ lﬂ) before being
replaced by the fractional 1 3/4 Piastres / 4d value.

The only recorded cover with the 1 Piastre 30 Paras / 4d brown - orange stamp showing a
proper commercial use in the correct period of usage.



BFO Smyrna
Letter Mail
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UPL Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
High Multiple Rates

Tap:3/7/12 tn kandon (877} a1 61 /2 Piastres,
The vate is calenlated as: Heg'n fae =1 M,

Tal weeight alep =1 Fi,

2Fth weight steps =6 x 3l Faras =41 /2 i,

Adodal ol 6 /2 Piastres lor a Registered Jeller ol
weighl up o 140g,

Beitem: 100/ 27 2 I Lomdon (TR 2)at 70174
Piasires,

e rate is calonlated as: Heg'n fee =1 1,

Tsl weeight step =1 14,

ZAMbhweighl sleps = 11 x 30 Paras = 8 1/4 Fi,

A total of 10174 Piastres for 2 Registerad latter of
weight up b 40,

One of the highest recarded mail frankings from
‘Bryrna and the anly recarded vse of a multiple
of the 5 Pif 1s slamp on cammercial covar,



BPO Smyrna UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Postcards / Taxed

Carte-Postale.
POST-KARTE.

s ey O oY,

22/4/99 to Weimar (29/4), early picture postcard of Smyrna at 1d.

+ UNIOM POSTALE UNIVERSELLE -

%})—G'RE.&‘P BRITAIN & IRELAKND

(GRANDTROBRETAGNE BT THLANDR)
i —
DDRESS ONLY TO- BE- - WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE:

POST

17 /3/98 to London (22/3). 1892, 1d red foreign card (CF27). On arrival in the London
Foreign Branch, the card was erroncously marked for a 4d postage due, then
amended by an Inspector who applied the A0T mark.

The A01 canceller was previously used in Kingston, Jamaica (1858-60), and later
returned to London. From the number of worldwide items seen with this mark it
appears that the Foreign Branch in London mostly used the A0l when it was
determined that the item in question was incorrectly marked for postage due.

The only recorded item from British Levant cancelled with the A01 obliterator.



BPO Smyrna
Postcards

UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Maritime / Paquebot

Prepaid mail posted aboard yachts cruising the Mediterranean is occasionally found with the stamps cancelled

in transit at the British PO Smyma.
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25/3/10 PPC posted aboard S/Y VECTIS to Aberdeen via BPO Smyrna (28/3).



BPO Smyrna UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Printed Matter / Samples

A detailed account of this period and its Rates is gioen in the respective Constantt.

12/12/91 to London, printed circular at 1/2 d or 10 Paras per 2 oz printed paper rate.

July 1897 to Glarus (29/7), sample without value paying the 1d per 4 oz
minimum sample rate plus 40 Paras registration fee. A late use of the F87
barred obliterator.




BPO Smyrna
Window Notice / Unoverprinted Postcard / Overprinted Wrapper

Postal Stationery & Special Forms
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B I
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» Burope, Amﬂm Alrica (excopt Bast) Japan . via Marseilles -
4 de do.  da de do win Bindisi n
» Grecce, Malta, Tunis, Crete. .., . . . ..., by == =

w Egypt, East Afvica, Indis, China, Japan, Avstralia  vin Alaxandris:

N.B—HRepistered Cordéspononvs shionld be prsted 16 winuter aurlice,
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Window notice, dated 2/10/05 showing information of the day's despatch of mails. The only services of the day were via Constantinople

by Egyptian and Ttalian steamers, Note that the closing ﬁmg”fca: the Tralian servies was three hours later: Ehan the Egyphian one,

This is the only recorded British Levant item of such nature,

12/12/00 to Roven, France (15/12). 1888 4 d brown posteard for inland
e {171, uprabed for use to abroad. Seldom seen from Brifish Lesant.

1872714 ta Zurich, Switzerland. 1911 15 d brightgreen Wrapper (wits
overprinted LEVANT, upraled with 1d for an overweight newspaper
wrapperupto 6oz



BPO Smyrna Postal Stat’ioﬁery-_& Special Forms

Parcel Post / Customs Declaration

15/11/13 to Leeds via Brindisi at 16 Piastres, regarding the sending cheese. Starting from 1901
Brindisi became the pTE!fEﬂ'I’Ed Route for the sendmg of parcelé:
Only recorded parcel frankmg in Turkish currency.

1/9/00

1o London at
3s, regardmgf
the ﬁendmg
ofa91bs

4 oz Tug.

“SMYRNA
FOREIGN
AND
COLONIAL
PARCEL

POST” label

indicating

the 1s inland

postage was
applied in
the GFO

London.

Highest

recorded
franking in

Sterling.



BPO Smyrna Unusual Destinations
Finland / Denmark
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24/12/97 to Jaala, Finland single rate via Constantinople (29/12) and St Petersburg,
readdressed to Kuopio (5/1).
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15/7/12 to Copenhiagen, Denmark (21/7) registered triple rate via Constantinople (17/7).



BPO Smyrna Unusual Destinations
North Sudan / German West Africa

17/5/99 to Atbars, North Sudan, registered single rate via Alexandria (20/5) and Wadi
Halfa (29/5).

VL 2f 1o Sk, Cornimn Wl A, vis Han bl Feiadiasscd t Kb,



Unusual Destinations

BPO Smyrna
Persia / Guatemala

[ =
I

21/4/13 to Kermuan, Persia registered double rate via Alexandria (25/4) and Teheran (10/5).

W

b UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
POST CARD—GREAT BRITAIN & IRI
(GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE).

THE ADBRESS ONLY 7O 85 WRITTEN ON THiS sioife

o

_ PABLO JUCUPSSEN o

95 CALIE PONIENTE NO 7+
GUATEMALAA

......

13/6,/90 to Guatemalz (15/7), via Constantinople (17 /6) and New York.



BPO Beyrout UPU Rates: Sterling Period 1875-1885
Postcard / Letter Mail

This is the period spanning from the introduction of the new UPU rates up to the issue
of surcharged stamps in August 1885. Rales gs shown in the Conslaniinople section,
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13/4/76 to New York (7/5), a commercially used example of the 1 1/4 d
“One Penny Farthing” brown postcard {CP5),

The 11/4 d foreign postcard rate was only valid until 31/3/79. This
pnstcard is seldom seen from Levant, and even more so from Beyrout.
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22/11/80 to Omaha, Nebraska at the 2 14 d single letter rate.



BPO Beyrout UPU Rates: Sterling Period 1875-1885
Letter Mail Double / Registered

12/9/78 to Crawley (24/9), Sussex, via Brindisi at the 5d double letter rate.
The addressee, Lady Anne Blunt, was Lord Byron’s granddaughter.
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13/8/81 to London (25/8) at single rate, 2d blue PSRE (RPs), size G.

Very rare use from Beyrout of this PSRE, possibly a second example exists.



BPO Beyrout UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914

Printed Matter / Postcard




BPO Beyrout UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Letter Mail Single / Double

Anything higher than single rates from this small office is difficult.

28/10/98 to Breslau (6/11) at the 80 Paras Registered single rate, sorted on the Breslau -
Oderberg TPO, where the Vom Auslande (From Abroad) Reg'n label was affixed.

17/4/96 to Pulsnitz (25/4) Germany, double rate Registered home-made envelope.
The 80 Paras stamp shows the small 0 variety. '

Only one other example of this variety is recorded on cover.



BPO Beyrout UPU Rates: Mixed Peried 1885-1914
Letter Mail Registration Fee paid in Sterling

T'wo examples paying the registration fee in Sterling (2d), instead of the usual Turkish 40 Paras.
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lor fovpign Tradas, ..

1/10/00 to London
{10/10), double rate
Regisiered letter.

4/11/02 to Oxford
(10/11), single rate
Registered letler.




BPO Beyrout UPU Rates: Mixed Period 1885-1914
Letter Mail Ship Mail

GRAND HOTEL VICTORIA — DAMAS (syrig)
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22/3/11: Rayak, Palestine, 4-page letter from an American traveler to Chicago (10/4).
The letter in part reads: “Yesterday we stayed at Damascus and are today en route to Beirut
via Baalbek”. I'ranked with 1 Piastre stamp to cover the foreign single rate postage and
posted abread the ship’s mailbox. The ship’s mailbag was treated as a closed bag at the
Beyrout PO and was only opened and the stamp cancelled in the London Foreign
Section.



BPO Beyrout Postal Stationery
Postcards Unoverprinted / Overprinted

21/4/11 to London. 190811, 1d pale carmine posteard (CP36), metropolitan issue
{w:ﬁmuﬁ Wmﬁ;}rm’t) me thx: Autumn of 1905 all postcards u: i
were inted, this

nmﬁwune&eaﬂd. '
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BPO Beyrout Postal Stationery
Postcards Overprinted

&imlﬁ}% This pmmmmrd was m cly printed on the reverse for use by the

16/11/12 to Amsterdam (26/11) via Port Said (19/11), 1912, 1d scarlet postcard (CP62)
overprinted LEVANT.



BPO Beyrout
Envelopes: Ordinary / Registered

Postal Stationery

| y o = X

The tnverted surcharge was created by a forger in 1894, A PO decision dated 14" July
1894 was made to treat these items as unpoid. Before thut dute covers were accepted with
the fake tnverted surcharge as having paid the 2 Y2 d charge for the envelope in Sterling.

22/2/494: to London
{3/3), 212 d grey-blue
PSE (EP33) with inverted
surcharge 40 PARAS.
Remained in London
until 18/5 and stamped
“Not Called For /EC”
before returned to
Beyrout. While in Poste
Restante it was
evidently damaged &
marked by the Return
Letter Office “Recd in a
damaged state in RLO
London/19.5.94”.

{Ex Gunther Heyd)
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18/1/87 to London (31/1) at 40 Paras single rate, 2d blue PSRE (RP13), sive G. Elusive use.



BPO Beyrout Postal Stationery
Registered Envelopes

25/2/07 to London (7/3) double rate, 1902 3d red-brown PSRE (Ri24), size G overprintes
REGN. FEE./ 40 PARAS. |

One of only two recorded examples of the provisional Registration label from Beyrout.

4/5/09 to New York (20/5), 1902 3d red-brown PSRE (Rr24), size F, overprinted
REGN. FEE. / 40 PARAS. Elusive size.



BPO Beyrout Postal Stationery
Used in Foreign Post Offices

Beyrout was an important Middle Hast port where Austrian, rench and Russian ships regularly called.
Late mail could be pested on special boxes at the harbor to be loaded directly on board.

Neo indication ol origin
é‘\%”l S on this PSE, but
- 3 2 according to Austrian

Lloyd’s schedule tables
fer 1901, {this letter

traveled as:

13/4/01 posted in Austrian Lloyd's ship box in Beyrout 20/4/01 (snorning) delivered to the Austrian PO in
Smyrma where the COL VAP.DA JALESS handstamp was applied. 20/4/01 (afternoon) handed in the local
British PO. 254401 Arrived in London.

UHIVERSAL POSTAL UNION &

GREAT BR

[ —

Cenuine usage of the 1d posticard by a German traveler, giving a brief account of his journeys.

Acquired in Beyrout, posted in the Russian ROPIT Agency in llaifa on 1/5/09.



BPQ Salonica 1900-1914
Genesis of the Office - Postmaster G.Blunt

British Post Office in Salonica

Opened on 1st May 1900. Throughout its operation a double-ring datestamp was used. In the first
year of operation a single-ring datestamp was also used, but only rarely. All mail to Europe went
by rail via the Nish-Belgrade line. Mail to other parts of the world made use of the various
Austrian, French, Russian, [talian and Greek maritime agencies.

The office was allowed to operate after the Greek occupation of the city in November 1912 and
was closed down in October 1914,

To get u glhimpse of the nstorical backyround that guoe birth to the British Post Office in Sulonica, see the exhibitor's

arlicle: " The eslablistument of the British Posl Office in Thessaloaiki® published in "OPUS X" (pages 171-5),
Tournal of the European Philatelic Acodemy.
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29/12/00 to Paris, 1899 1d carmine postcard (CP35). The sender is the BPO Salonica
Postmaster George Blunt, who was also the honorary Swedish and Norwegian
consul.



BPO Salonica Postal Rates
Printed Matter

18/6/02 to Austria (re-addressed within Austria) at the 1/2 d printed matter rate.

(3 u'lr*. [1ost sled +a
Moe, M, 6 attore ¥
23 Hosa Roerd Fond 7

'&wlm

e e

31/3/04 to Exeter (4/1), picture postcard at the Y d printed matter rate. The message
at the picture side exceeded the six-word limit, and so it must have been taxed 1d on
arrival. One of three recorded strikes of the Salonica “T" handstamp.



BPO Salonica Postal Rates
Printed Matter / Samples

1/6/05 to New York {16/6) registered large part wrapper containing photographs. Under PO regulations
photographs qualified for the printed matter rate. This pays 40 Paras for a 6-8 0z Printed Matter plus 40 Paras
Reg'n Fee. Printed Papers are seldom found Registered.

16/7/02 to Manchester (21/7), at 1d minimum Samples rate (up to 4 ozs) with an extra 40 Paras
for Reg'n Fee. Posted too late and so dispatched in the next day’s mailbag (17/7), hence the
TOO LATE handstamp (one of two recorded from Salonica - the ether also in this exhibit).



BPO Salonica Postal Rates
Postcards

N.B. Ce cotéci est réserve
exclusivement & Eadresse

17/1/01 to Somme, France at the 1d postcard rate.

14/2/02 to Antwerp (17/2), three-fold picture postcard at the 1d postcard rate. Due
to its size it was charged on arrival 30 centimes (double the 15¢ = 1 %2 d deficiency),
as it was thought that it should have paid the letter rate.



BPO Salonica Postal Rates
Postcards Royal Naval Mail

Sailors” mail serving on Royal Naval vessels patrolling the Mediterranean was treated as aclosed bag: the ship’s
bag was putinside the Post Office’s closed bag, and was not opened until on arrival in London (where it was also
postmarked).

o R e e ey S e S e e i e

WELTPOST-VEREIN (UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE). . M/%ﬂw |

I: P4 o g2 |
!::-[{ 5 |"“" '"] - 7 -?‘k‘l“l‘-’lt- =
a Borreseoxoenz-Ksrre (Banre Rosrave). Al

(ADMINISTRATION DAUTRICHE.)

15/1/02 HMS Pegasus,
Salonica to Plymouth via
London (27/1).

CARTE POSTALE

a G.ommsicial Soaa-
NB.  Ce chtéci est ciservé 1&(/2,@’5}/ “ :

exaiusivemient & adresse.

14/9 /04 HMS Maine,
Salonica to Weymouth — - /yfw ;
via London (18/9). 3 d o = |

The London octagonal “fancy “cancellation with code letters (S was used on Sundays for overseas mail posted
on board ships. Period of use: 1904-09.



BPO Saloni
Letter Mail




BPO Salonica Postal Rates
Letter Mail Double / Triple

1/5/00 to .Lgﬁds_«'ﬁﬁfﬁlpa,yiﬂg 3 Piastres (=120 Paras) triple rate plus 1 Piastre Reg'n Fee.

The only recorded use of the KEVII 4 Piastres /10 d on cover from Salonica.



BPO Salonica Postal Rates
Letter Mail Quadruple

4 f ;i/é;‘&mlf aLg g}

A B e R P e o P A S P A Sl

.
——
-
!
.
i
i
3
e S —— - . = S
- s i S o
L
.
F \ -
2 o 3 £ S,
T 15 ¢ ¥
\ h e
.,.-
3 v
-,
e e T S e —— e . " i C p)
e g e e e L R

20/3/03 to London, quadruple registered cover at 5 Piastres. Salonica’s highest recorded franking.



BPO Salonica
Special Services

Postal Rates
Acknowledgment of Receipt

SALGONIQUE

R

gritlsh Post Office
Balonica

Ro. 186

‘\’I nuqeur

-

SRR dHndma

B

Swan Aircade ]ﬁix- 2@}7/3

£
i
]
i

ppe————

Bradford

ENGLAND

7/4/13 to Bradford, single rate Registered & AR cover with appropriate AR handstamp. The extra
AR Fee 0f 1 Piastre was affixed to the accompanying special AR form.

The enly recarded AR cover from Salonica.



BPO Salonica Postal Rates

Special Services Express Delivery
The International Express Delivery Service was first mtroduced in - E im;“-
Constantinople on 1 August 1911. From 8 May 1913 it was also l;‘ 9

extended to the other Levant offices. The prepayment of the
Iixpress Pee was in Sterling and (]hligatm‘y.

Lor a compreliensive presentafion of the introduction of Hus Service lo the
British Levant Post Offices bused on original research in the PO Archives, see the %
Extubitor's urticle: “Levant - International Express Deliwery Sevvice” published

wm “The Overprinter” edition 4/02 (pages 86-92.
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13/10/14: Serbian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (in exile during WW1) to the “Times” in London (23/10), triple
rate Registered lixpress letter. The Express I'ee in this case was 3d as the distance between the PO of delivery
and the “Times” Office was less than a mile. Express label and handstamp applied in Salonica.

The only recorded Express Letter from any of the British Post Offices in the Levant (Ex Cihangiz).




BPO Salonica Rare Postal Markings
Single-Ring Datestamp / TOO LATE

23/12/00 to Leeds (27/12), at 40 Paras single rale plus 40 Paras Reg'n fee.
‘One of three recorded covers with the single-ring cancellation.




BPO Salonica Postal Stationery
Postcards: Unoverprinted




BPO Salonica Postal Stationery
Postcards: Overprinted

ara (1/1/06), Ma

16/7/11 to Magdcburg, Germany. 190811, 1d pale cammine posteard. (CE56)



BPO Salonica Postal Stationery
Postcard: Overprinted / Envelope: Surcharged

POST . CARD Y CARTE POSTALE
UN|VERGAL POSTAL LNIEN ) URION POSTALE UNIVERGELLE

GREAT BRITAIN & -IRELAND

18/7/13 to Schlieren bei Zurich, Switzerland. 1912, 1d scarlet postcard (CP62)
overprinted LEVANT.

27/10/02 to Cairo (1/11). 1892, 2 ¥ d grey-blue PSE (EP35) surcharged 40 PARAS.
Additionally franked 40 Paras to make up the foreign double letter rate.



BPO Salonica Postal Stationery
Registered Envelopes

Rarely seen from Salonica; very few examples known.

BEGIRTCOED LETTER.

[P
AN OFFiGER OF THE PosT OFrioe L 0WRESrN
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14/8/07 to Berlin (17/8). 1902 3d red-brown PSRE (Rr24), size G overprinted REGN. FEE. /
40 PARAS. showing the latest recorded use of the provisional registration label.
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7/8/13 to Preasburg, Hungary. 1902 3d red-brown PSRE (rr24), size F,
overprinted REGN. FEE. /40 PARAS. Elusive size.



BPO Salonica Unusual Destinations
Java/Japan

As a rule, mail to uncommon destinations from this small office is very seldom seen.

§ T by W T SR T T Ve
1 T e ! =

20/6/04 to Meester Cornelis, Jaoa, Duteh East Indies (18/7), via Alexandria & Suez, single
rate Registered cover (Ex Cihahgir)'.

27/8/12 to Kobe, Japan (16/9), postcard rate.



Unusual Destinations




The British Postal Service in the Levant Effect of War
The Balkan Wars 1912-3 QOutbreak of First Balkan War

This - the last Section of Part One - is devoted to the effect of War on the mail from British
Levant. It deals with: 1) The Balkan Wars of 1912-13, and 2) The WWI1.

The First Balkan War broke out on 8 October

1912 when Bulgaria, Greece, Monienegro and 3 ; nua'r LA - H U NG R 2 . . Foa
Serbia, having large parts of their F_:thnic i e e "P st f* 7
populations under Ottoman  sovereignty, D et S i U Y ":_ A
allacked the Ottoman Empire, terminating its i Lo e e > :
five-century rule in the Balkans in a W O 8 o1 Sebesioget
seven-month campaign resulting in the Treaty A G N a'ﬁ'-""_ :
of London. B e

s b :
The Secand Balkan War broke out on 16 June it '_ TR k'u- e
1913 when Bulgaria, dissatisfied with its gains, a NS e - R, =
allacked its former allies, Serbia and Greece. 11 | Yol '_,' Sl o /558
Their armies repulsed the Bulgarian offensive o o bk B Sl
and  counter-attacked  penetrating  into \ ¥ L
Bulgaria, while Romania and the Ottomans = Senfues of w
used the favourable ime to intervene against ‘.'.'.::ﬁi’;;":é:i""i‘
Bulgaria to win territorial gains. Inthe resulting ﬁw_:

Treaty of Bucharest, Bulgaria lost most of the R

The War interrupted communications along the railway line from Constantinople West. Likewise the Salonica -
Nish - Belgrade railway was fought over, the usual transit time to Furopean destinations was considerably
affected, as mail was now routed via Greek ports.

Outbreak of the Balkan Wars

POST CARD @28 CARTE POSTALE
4 i
LUNIVERSAL POSTAL LUNION é‘aé,,m\:?‘i-.‘. UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

GREAT BRITAIN & TRELAND

Megssieurs
& P
&/ s bewis @élis-Didet & €.,

Simad
i

Place de Laborde
France el e W

K

7/10/12 Salonica to Paris, commercially used 1d deep carmine postcard (CP56)

overprinted LEVANT. Posted the day before the War broke out, As there is no
arrival b/s it is not possible to tell whether it made the last train service to Europe.



The British Postal Service in the Levant Effect of War
The Balkan Wars 1912-3 The Capture of Salonica

Greek forces capture Salenica on 7/11 /12, A British Sailor serving on a RN ship sends the following postcard
with a note on the picture side: “this is the place the Greeks have just taken”.

11/11/12 Beshika Buy, Turkey to Portsmouth carried in the closed RN Mailbag and through one of the British
Post Offices in the area. Postage paid in cash and as the ship’s 1d stamp stock run out, the card received the
‘LONDON PAILY handstamp. Due to the War it took 11 days to reach London instead of the usual 4-5 days.

14/11/12 Salonica to London, the carliest recorded cover after the liberalion
of the city.



‘The British Postal Service in the Levant Effect of War
The Balkan Wars 1912-3 Communications Disruption




The British Postal Service in the Levant Effect of War
The Balkan Wars 1912-3 Second Balkan War

Hours after the liberation of Salonica, a few Bulgarian Army units were granted permission by the Greeks to

settle in the city resulting in a very tense situation as Bulgarians coveted Salonica too. The future of the city
seemed uncertain.
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3/4/13 Salonica to Regensburg, Germany. Message reads: “...fhe city is full of Greek,
Serbian and Bulgavian troops and ne one really knows who will finally conguer Selonica. ..”

The Bulgarians, dissatisfied with their share of territorial gains of the First Balkan War,, attack the Greek forces
on 17™ June near Nigrita, Northern Greece and so starting the Second Balkan War.

“RT BER

g RHatil Amar

|
e
E

-

I E ¥ - ( '

17/6/13 Salenica to Bradford postcard sent on the day the Bulgarian otfensive
started the Second Balkan War. Impossible to say if /when the card arrived safely.



The British Postal Service in the Levant Effect of War
First World War Service Suspended (Vienna)

The First World War broke out on 28/7/14. The Parcel Post and Money Order services were suspended. Again,
railway connections from Constantinople West and Salonica North were interrupted. Alternative routes were
‘employed mainly by ship to Pireaus, Marseilles or Brindisi. Transit times were severely affected.

The two covers bElawﬂﬁﬁtCDn&tanhneplgand Smymna were both posted on the day the War broke out and
returned from Vienna with "“Zuruck! / Keine Beforerungsgelegenheit” cachet.

Constantinople
26/7/14 o

Smyrna
28/7/14 to
New York.




The British Postal Service in the Levant Effect of War
First World War Roundabout Routes




The British Postal Service in the Levant Effect of War
First World War Roundabout Routes

3/9/14 Smyma to Vienna. As the railway lines from Constantinople West and Salonica
North were closed, the cover was routed via Piraeus (transit backstamp).

7/10/14 Salonica to Lucerne, Switzerland. 1912, 1d scarlet postcard (CP62) overprinted
LEVANT, sent a week after the rest of the British Levant POs had closed. The
Salonica PO operated until the end of October (a very late use on 13/10/14 isshown in
the Salonica Section).



The British Postal Service in the Levant Effect of War
First World War Unusual Destinations

18/814 Salonica to Caleutta (7:8/10) posteatd, showing Indian mark “Passed by censor”
This is the only recorded (ap to 1914) British Levant item with a censor mark.

%f?ﬁ&f’:myma tﬂﬂums Ayres. (:?z;'ﬁ} T‘-ta:t:tstttnm&m i

on: 18 days. A very late cover



Part Two: 1919 - 1923

Smyran pp 97-112

Constantinople 113-128

Smyrna 1919-22

Re-opened on 1st March 1919 under the enterprise of Comunander Dixon, the Senior Allied Naval Officer.
Accounting was made in Sterling alone. Ordinary British stamps and stationery were used. Pre-war surcharged
items are occasionally found but the surcharged value in Piastres was ignored in these cases.

In the period 15/5/1919 - 8/9/1922 Smyrna was under Greek administration.

SIVRISARIAN & AZNAVORIAN, SM ;

- R British Post 0ffice
smyrna .
No. 36 |-

MESSRS.

N A SR T S B K G

- AZNAVORIAN i‘ SIVRISARIAN

GPO Box No. 1.

MANCH ESTER.

ATVTIATTIT™

13/3/19 to Manchester, six-fold registered letter paying 1s 1 /2 d (the Piastre surcharge was ignored}.
Passed hy Censor in London (9-14/4). Censored mail nrig'i'nating from the BIPO in Smyrna is found

up to July 1919.

The earliest recorded letter from the British Post Office in Smyrna in the 1919-22 peried.



BPO Smyrna
Postal Rates

19191922
Printed Matter

The Postal Rates remained fixed until the closure of the office:

Printed Paper

Yad

Postcards

1d

Letter up to 20 grams

‘each extra 20 grams.

2%d

1ad

 Registration fee

2d

- Acknowledgment of Receipt fee

2d

17/12/19 to London.

1912, 1 d green Newspaper

Wrapper (WP25),
overprinted LEVANT,

Pre-war stationery used in
the post-war period.

6/12/20 to Zurich.
Envelope (tangued flap at
left - EP34), size E.

Most unusual from
Smyrna.



BPO Smyrna 1919-1922
Postal Rates Postcards
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13/7/20 to Harrar, Abyssinia (Ethiopia), via Alexandria (21/7) at the 1d postcard
rate. Scarce destination.

13/10/20 to New York, unpaid postcard. The pre-war “T” handstamp of Smyrna
was applied and a 4c (double the deficiency) postage due was collected on arrival.



BPO Smyrna 1919-1922
Postal Rates Letter Mail: Single

As shown preﬁousl_y,-. mall could be franked with pre—war'ﬁfasﬁenverpﬂnt& A fi_a;w ifems-are known with
pre-war LEVANT overprints, but the vast majority of mail was franked with ordinary GB stamps.
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30/1/20 to Leeds at 2 % d single letter rate franked with LEVANT overprints.

30/8/19 to Philadelphia single rate paid with ordinary GB stamps.



BPO Smyrna 1919-1922
Postal Rates Letter Mail: Multiples

¢1920: to Londen, front portion of large Registered letter, which purports to be a twelfth rate item.
Rate: 2d Reg'n Fee + 2 ¥ d first 20g, + 1% d for each of the next 11 steps = 21d ( % d overpayment).
The use of the 8d value in Smyrna was previously unrecorded - This is the discovery piece.



BPO Smyrna 1919-1922
Censorship British

Mail posted in the British 10 Smyrna was never censored in Smyrna, but early mail of the period March - July
1919 is found censored by the British on arrival in GB or Egypt. From the end of July 1919 no censorship was
applied and this was due to the fact that Smyrna was by then - on Allies” order - under Greek administration.

14/4/19 to
Leeds, censored
in London.

Vessieurs

J. Zosgseeheim & DPartners.

L.EEDS !

e m m—

ENZLAND.
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20/6/19 to
Alexandria
(11/7}, censored

in ligypt by the
British.




BPO Smyrna 1919-1922
Censorship Bk

21/7/19 to Zurich (7/8), singlc rate Registered letter of the Imperial Ot
via Piraeus. The identity of the sender muathave sxmted t}m(}mek C‘ﬁ‘{ﬁfﬂ‘s,

An unprecedented case of Greek censorship on mail originating from the British PO
Smyrna.



BPO Smyrna 1919-1922
Use of the British PO by the Greeks

The British PO in Smyrna was very successful; even the Greek Authorities and population made use of its
services even though there existed a local Greek Post Office!

"RE] _23 E‘“M{ e S
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13/4/20 I'rom
“YTIATH
APMOZTEIA THZ
EAAAAQOZ EN
IMYPNH" (High
Commiserate of
Greece in Smyrna)
to Alexandria
{19/4), single rate
Registered letter.
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6/6/21 From the editor of the Greek Newrpaper "AMAAGOEIA" to the ex chief marshal
Leonidas Paraskevopoulos in Paris, single rate Registered lettet.



BPO Smyrna 1919-1922
Rare GB stamps used in Smyrna KGV 2 1/2 Dull Prussian Blue

A few of the most sought-after King George V Profile Head (wmk Srmpla Cypher) stamps are recorded
cancel Iﬁd%lﬂlbm}*ma postmarks. Perhaps the bes”tkncwn of these is the 2% d “dull Prussian - blue” 5G spec.
N21{17) of which a small number of loose stamps are known including two blocks.

(e)

14/ 2@2'2} to Dresden (23/2), single rate Registered letter. Currency control tape and handstamp
applied in Germany.

‘The only recorded cover franked with the elusive 24 d dull Prussian blue.



BPO Smyrna 1919-1922
Rare GB stamps used in Smyrna KGV 21/2 Indigo-Blue on Toned Paper

The 2% d “Indige-blue on Toned Paper” SG spec. N21(15) is considered to be one of the rarest KGV stamps.
Seldom seen used in GB or abroad, one other copy on piece is recorded used in Constantinople in 1920.

The cover below was discovered by the exhibitor. Its use in Smyma was previously unrecorded.

(e)
10/8/20 to St Louis (4/9), USA at double rate. 1918, 3 12 d blue PSRE (RP29), size H.

The only recorded cover from British Levant franked with the rare 2 V2 d “Indigo-blue on Toned Paper”

A major rarity of KGV philately.




1919-1922

BPO Smyrna
Overprinted LEVANT Double Postcards

Postal Stationery

Pre-War stocks of this double card was available in the Post Office to be used as ordinary postcards. Both halves

could be used for this purpose.

12/8/20 to Kifissia, Athens. 1902, 1d carmine Outward part of originally double
foreign reply card (CP47), overprinted LEVANT. Commercially used as an ordinary
postcard.

16/12/20 to Athens. 1902, 1d carmine Reply part of originally double foreign reply
card (CP47), overprinted LEVANT. Commercially used as an ordinary postcard.



BPO Smyrna 19191922
Postal Stationery Ordinary Postcard / Envelope

24/5/21 to Athens 1918, 1d carmine inland card CP73), overprinted
LEVANT. Commercially used and the only recorded use from
Smyrna.

L
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29/9/20 to Boston. 1919, 1 ¥ d brown Envelope (EP61), size H uprated for
the foreign single rate. Commercially used and the only recorded use from



BPO Smyrna 1919-1922
Postal Stationery Registered Envelopes

&’




BPO Smyrna 19191922
Postal Stationery Registered Envelopes

18/11/20 to Paris via Brindisi (23[ 11) at dﬂubtemte 1920, 3d brown + 1d carmine PSRE
(RP32), size G. Rare use.

| BriTISH PO,
M YRNA

Y .-.—.\.,W
e

13/12/21 to Leeds (20/12) at single rate. 1921, 5d orange PSRE (RF34), size G. One of
only two recorded examples.



BPO Smyrna September 1922
Distruction of Smyrna Closure of the British Post Office

Turkish cavalry entered into Smyrna on September gt
1922, The Greek army had evacuated the city the day
before. During the confusion and anarchy that followed, a
great portion of the city was set ablaze in the Great Vire of
Smyrna.

The British Post (Office was burned down and under the
new administrabion was never allowed to resume
business.

Left: Reproduction of a photo showing the British PO after it
was burned down on September 151 1922,

g S 3. Mo bt MW
¢-_5 'wwﬁ'\.w s

= —

T
e

-'?_"-g' LE»A.EI_J"T: ]_;_u J‘_H_II- ,.1‘1:4-_}1 e

BRASSERIE AIDIN-SMYRNE

Succursale des -

6/9/22 to
Delemont,
Switzerland

(18/9).

[Due to the
extraordinary
conditions of
the time -the
Turks were
aboul {o caplurc
the city- the
normal postal
arrangements
were abadoned
and a saler
route was
chosen, namely
by British
Warship.
London transit
backstamp for
16/9.

The latest recorded letter of Smyrna, just a few days before the distruction of the city.



BPO Smyrna
Distruction of Smyrna

September 1922

Suspension of Mail Services

The suspension of the British Postal Service at Smyrna was officially advertised in the PO Circular of the 20"
September 1922: “The Postal Service at Smyria is suspended and until further notice no letter or parcel Mails will be

accepted for transmission to that plece.”

MHE GRESHAM LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY Ltd.

BRANGH OFFIGE FOR TURKEY -
Moumhané, Galata
CONSTARTINOPLE

Recommandée \

[ B.P.O.
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15/9/22 Constantinople
to Smyrna, cover [ront at
registered single rate,
showing a fine strike of
the BPO Constantinople
postmark SERVICE
SUSPENDED.

One of two examples
recorded of this BPO
Constantinople mark.

16/9/22 Liverpool to Smyrmna, returned to sender due to the suspension of mail services.



BPO Constantinople
Sterling Period: 2/1919 8/1921

1919-1923
Postal Rates: Postcards

Constantinople 1919 - 23

The British Army PO i m Constantinople started accepting civilian mail on 4

February 1919. It switched to

civilian control on 19" " July 1919. Accounting in this period was done in Sterling alone. The most important
foreign rates were (111 red the June 1921 rate increases imposed by the 1920 UPU Madrid Congress):

1919 - 12/6/1921 13/6/1921 - 8/1921
Postcards 1d 2d
Letier per 20 grams 2ad 3d
Each extra 20 grams 1%d 1 %2 d (unchanged)
Registration I'ee 24 3d
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17/2/21 to
Brussels, franked = o
with Otioman 40 C"'—‘ 3

Paras stamps for

=
the postcard rate =
but put in the . —
British PO T, g
postbox. Stamps ™~

were not valid for
payment, the card
was taxed double
the deficiency at
20 ¢. on arrival.
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17/1/21 to Dardanelles
at the 1d postcard rate.
The British franking was
not accepted by the
Turkish Post Office, "0"
marking placed next to
the stamp.
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BPO Constantinople Sterling Period: 2/1919 - §/1921
Non-Letter Mail Printed Matter / Samples / Commercial Papers / Parcel Post

The only recorded Commercial Paper Rate item from
Canstantinople in this period.




BPO Constantinople
Letter Mail
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Fremla near Switzerland.
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BPO Constantinople Sterling Period: 2/1919 - 8/1921
Letter Mail Orient Express

eral Hmes to negotiate with the French for their mails to be transported on
ac ranted int nter of 1920-21, and from 4th June 1921 all

available for
British mails
only




BPO Constantinople Sterling Period: 2/1919 - 8/1921
Rate Increase: June 1921

On 13" June 1921, the new increased rates came into effect. They were in force for only two months - until
the introduction of the surcharged stamps in Piastres.
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HENRV’S POST CARD

CARTE BOSTALE

I CONSTANFINOPLE % y.‘l-f

25/7/21 to Santa Barbara, California, at the new increased 2d posicard rate.

29/6/21 to London single rate REgisteIedlcever: at the new increased rates (3d Reg'n Fee + 3d
foreign letter rate up to 20 grams). Stamps perfined with sender’s C.L. monogram,



BPO Constantinople Sterling Period: 2/1919 - 8/1921
Postal Stationery Registered Envelopes

10/2/21 to Sliema (22/2), Malta at single rate. 1920, 2d black + 2d orange PSRE ®rat),
size G. Seldom seen. '



BPO Constantinople Sterling Period: 2/1919 - 8/1921
Unusual Destinations British Guiana / China

Top:7/9/20
to Penderoyen
(18/10) West
Bawk, British
Guiang, a
double rate
Reg cover.

Bottom:




BPO Constantinople Piastre Period: /1921 - 9/1923
Postal Rates Printed Matter (Newspapers)

In Constantinople the economic situation deteriorated after the war and the piastre continued to be depreciated
against the pound. To prevent speculation in the purchase of Great Britain stamps with Turkish currency, the
British PO surcharged the stamps in piastres. This period is called “Piastre Period” as all accounting was made
in Piastres (with the sole exception of Airmail Fees which were accounted for and paid in Sterling). The most
important foreign rates now became (and remained unchanged until the closure of the PO in September 1923):

§/1921 - 9/1923
Printed Paper Rate 1 % Piastres
Poslcards 4 14 Piastres
Letter per 20 grams 7 V2 Piastres
Each extra 20 grams 33/4 Piastres
Registration Fee 7 Y2 Piastres
Acknowledgment of Receipt Fee 7 % Piastres
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18/12/22 to a Minister of the Egyptian King in Cairo, complete newspaper at triple printed matter rate.

Very few examples of the newspaper post have survived.



BPO Constantinople Piastre Period: 8/1921 - 9/1923
Postal Rates Postcards
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30/7 /23 to Harrar, Abyssiniz (Ethiopia}, via Port Said (11/8} at the 4 2 Piastres
postcard rate. Scarce destination.

24/2/23 to Richmond, Virginia postcard short paid by 3/4 Piastres. The pre-war “T"
handstamp of Constantinople was applied and a 6¢ (double the deficiency) postage
due was collected on arrival.



BPO Constantinople Piastre Period: 8/1921 - 9/1923
Special Services Acknowledgment of Receipt

Only two other
covers known
with this mark.




BPO Constantinople Piastre Period: 8/1921 - 9/1923
Special Services RAF-operated Desert Airmail Service

In 1921, the Royal Air Torce began the fortnightly Desert Airmail Service between Cairo and Baghdad. Iirom
October 1921 it carried private as well as official mail. Mail from the British PO Constantinople was first
accepted for t}tese piomeer flights around February March 1923.

The sender had to pay the usual postage plus a special airmail fee of 6d per 0z in British currency.

30/7/23 to Dasra, Iraq (21/8), single rate Registered letter at 15 Piastres with additional
Airmail Fee 6d per oz. Carried to Egypl by surface mail, airmail from Cairo to Baghdad

(1':3 / {2 and surface again to Basra. The flight between Cairo and Baghdad usually took
[ays.

One of only four recorded commercial examples of British Levant airmail.



BPO Constantinople Piastre Period: 8/1921 - 9/1923
Postal Stationery Postcards

”igfrﬂj 22 to Porto and re-addressed within Portugal. 1921, 14 d
brown inland card {CP77) su:clwrgad 415 PIAESTRES for the ftare?
posteard rate. On arrival it Teceived the baxed 'NAO CARECE
NOVA FRANQUIA’ Lo affirm that postage has been properly paid by
valid currency accepted by the UPU. Commercial use.

19/1/22 to Zurich. 1921, 1 Y2 d brown Reply part of originally double foreign reply
card (Crs0), surcharged 4 %2 PIASTRES. Commercially used as a normal card.




BPO Constantinople Piastre Period: /1921 - 9/1923
Postal Stationery Registered Envelopes
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28/12/22 to Geneva. 1921, 5d orange PSRE (RP34), size I, surcharged REGN.FEE. /

7 1 PIASTRES. Most elusive size.
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16/10/22 to Sofia, Bulgaria. 1921, 5d crange PSRE (RP34), size H, surcharged REGN.FEE. / 7 12 PIASTRES.

Uprated to pay the fc}reign double rate. Note that it is

tlap type 5 and as such exceptionally elusive.



Piastre Period: 8/1921 - 9/1923
R@ﬁlﬁm Envelopes
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Only one ather example of this size is
recorded used.



